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Art Unit: 3676 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Whaley, US Patent 4,648,151, in view of Hamilton, US Patent 5,016,930. 

See the below figure. Whaley provides a door piston to doorjamb interface 
apparatus comprising an elongated plate 40 having a plurality of holes 50 formed 
therein; and a bracket 1 8 including a base and transverse support member affixed 
to the base, the base including a set of holes configured in the same pattern as a 
subset of the plurality of threaded holes of the plate whereupon, when the set of 
holes and the subset of threaded holes are aligned, a threaded bolt inserted through 
each of the set of holes thereby securing the base to the plate, wherein the support 
member defines a pin receiving hole 22 that is spaced from the base and which is 
configured to receive a pin there through for pivotally securing a connecting rod 20 
or a housing of a door piston to the support member. The subsets are positioned 
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intermediate the ends of the plate. Each hole is also configured to pass a threaded 
wood screw there through in non-threading relationship therewith, and when the 
plate is positioned against a door jamb, at least one hole can have a wood screw 
passed in non-threading relationship there through where after said wood screw 
can be screwed into the door jamb thereby securing the plate to the door jamb (see 
figure 2 at element 36). The support member defines a gap having a pair of 
aligned pin receiving holes on opposite sides thereof; the end of the connecting rod 
or the housing defines a hole configured to be aligned with the pair of pin receiving 
holes when said end is received in the gap (as conventional in the art); and the pin 
is configured to be received through the pin receiving holes and the hole in the end 
of the connecting rod or the housing when said end is received in the gap. The 
plate has a rectangular shape. 

Whaley provides the claimed invention except teaching the plurality of holes 
being threaded, and a threaded bolt inserted through each of the set of holes can 
threadedly mate with the subset of threaded holes thereby securing the base to the 
plate, as claimed. However, it is very old and well known in the art of connectors 
to use such threaded holes to firmly join two threaded members together with ease 
of assembly. Hamilton provides threaded holes receiving screw means. It would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made for one skilled in the art to 
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have included in the design of Whaley such a modification, as generally taught by 
Hamilton, for the purpose of providing known means for firmly join two threaded 

■ 

members together with ease of assembly. 

The claimed method is obvious to the design of the combination. 

Regarding claims 6, 12, 15, and 19, with respect to the plurality of threaded 
holes including three subsets, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the device in 
this way, since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential working parts 
of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 
193 USPQ 8. One reason one skilled in the art may have elected to make such a 
modification may be for added reinforcement during mounting, by allowing for 
more screws/bolts to be used to secure the bracket to the plate and the jamb. 
Another reason for making such a modification may be to allow the device to be 
adjustable. 

Regarding claims 7, it would have been obvious to have the bolts have a 
machine screw thread so that they would better engage the metal plate, as 
conventional in the art. 



1 
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Response to Arguments 
3 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -20 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant should note in view of the above figures, that the examiner is now 
viewing the plurality of holes of Whaley to be the holes 50, and at least two subsets 
are shown. As seen in figure 2, and as provided in Whaley' s disclosure, bolts 32 
and 34 secure the support to the plate, and screws 36 and 38 at least partially 
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secure the support and the plate to the jamb. This arrangement meets the claimed 
limitations. 

After further consideration, the allowability of the method claims has been 
withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Mark A. Williams whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7064. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on (571) 272-6843. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



